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Wood Technology: Electronics 
 

Wood Technology 
Electronics 

 
It is not necessary to carry out all the activities contained in this 
unit. 
Please see Teachers’ Notes for explanations, additional 
activities, and tips and suggestions.  
 
Theme Electronics 

 

Levels A1 – B1 

Language focus Key vocabulary, word identification, sentence structure, 
extracting information from text, writing text, grammar.  

Learning focus Using Wood Technology textbooks and accessing curriculum 
content and learning activities. 

Activity types Matching, word identification, structuring sentences and text, 
cloze, multiple choice, reading comprehension, categorising 
vocabulary, recording learning, developing a learning resource. 

Acknowledgement Extracts from Wood Technology for the Junior Certificate.  
Editor Bill Gaughran.  Gill & Macmillan. 

We gratefully acknowledge Gill & Macmillan for the right to 
reproduce text in some of these activities. 

Learning Record A copy of the Learning Record should be distributed to each 
student.  
Students should: 

1. Write the subject and topic on the record. 
2. Tick off/date the different statements as they complete 

activities. 
3. Keep the record in their files along with the work produced 

for this unit. 
4. Use this material to support mainstream subject learning. 
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Making the best use of these units 
• At the beginning of the class, make sure that students understand what 

they are doing and why.  ‘We are doing the exercise on page (12) to help 
you to remember key words / to help your writing skills / to help with 
grammar’ etc. 

 
• You can create your personal teaching resource by printing these units in 

full and filing them by subject in a large ring binder. 
 
• Encourage students to: 
 

o Bring the relevant subject textbooks to language support class.  It 
does not matter if they have different textbooks as the activities in 
these units refer to vocabulary and other items that will be found in 
all subject textbooks. These units are based on curriculum 
materials. 

 
 

o Take some responsibility for their own learning programmes by: 

   Developing a personal dictionary for different subjects, 
topics, and other categories of language, on an on-going basis. 
This prompt is a reminder.  

   
 

Recording what they have learnt on the 
Learning Record, which should be distributed at 
the start of each unit.  

 
Keeping their own files with good examples of the work 
produced in language support for different subjects and 
topics. This file will be an invaluable learning resource 
in supporting mainstream learning. 

  

 

• Don’t forget that many of the activities in these units are suitable as 
homework tasks, for self-study, or for use in the subject classroom with 
the agreement of the subject teacher. 

 
 Indicates that answers may be found at the end 

of the unit.  
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Keywords 

The list of keywords for this unit is as follows:  

Nouns 
 
ampere 
amplification 
amplifier 
anode 
application 
base 
battery 
board 
buzzer 
capacitor 
cathode 
charge 
chip 
circuit 
collector 
component 
contact 
current 
delay 
device 
diode 
electron 
electronics 
emitter 
flow 
gate 
matrix 
motor 
output 
polarity 
relay 
resistance 
resistor 
series 
silicon 
socket 
switch 
thermistor 
track 
transistor 
 

type 
voltage 
voltage 
 
Adjectives 
electric 
electronic 
negative 
potential 
single 
variable 
 
 
Verbs 
 
calculate 
connect  
describe 
design 
explain 
flash 
flow 
incorporate 
integrate 
operate 
solder 
switch 
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 Vocabulary file 1 
This activity may be done in language support class or in the mainstream 
subject classroom. 
 

 
Word 

 
Meaning 

 

Word in my 
language 

 
transistor 

 
 
 
 

 

 
current 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

voltage 

 
 
 
 

 

 
charge 

 
 
 
 

 

 
positive 

 
 
 
 

 

 
negative 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  Get your teacher to check this and then file it in your folder 
so you can use it in the future.   
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Vocabulary file 2 
This activity may be done in language support class or in the mainstream 
subject classroom. 

 
 

 
Word 

 
Meaning 

 

Word in my 
language 

 
switch 

 
 
 
 

 

 
socket 

 
 
 
 

 

 
amplify 

 
 
 
 

 

 
connect 

 
 
 
 

 

 
battery 

 
 
 
 

 

 
circuit 

 
 
 
 

 

  Get your teacher to check this and then file it in your folder 
so you can use it in the future.   
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Level: all 
Type of activity: whole class 

Focus: vocabulary, spelling, 
dictionary, writing 
Suggested time:  10 minutes 

 
 
 

Activating students’ existing knowledge 

  
Use a spidergram to activate students’ ideas and knowledge on the key points 

in this chapter.  See Teachers’ Notes for suggestions. 

   

Possible key terms for the spidergram:   
 

Electronics 
                Electronic devices 

 
 

 Invite students to provide key words in their own languages.  

 Encourage dictionary use.  

 Encourage students to organise their vocabulary into relevant 

categories (e.g. meaning, nouns, keywords, verbs etc.). 

 

 

  Students should record vocabulary and terms from the 

spidergram in their personal dictionaries.  
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 Check that these key words are in your personal dictionary. 
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Odd 

One Out 
 
 

1.  Circle the word which does not fit with the other words in 
each line.  
Example:     apple     orange    banana     taxi 

 
electric  electrons  current  buns 

Focus: word identification, vocabulary 
Suggested time:  20 minutes 

Level: A1/A2 
Type of activity:  pairs or individual 

 
diodes  music  silicon  flow 
 
song  transistors amplification switching 
 
chip   matrix  weather   board 
  
 
2.  Find these words in your textbook.  Then put them in short sentences 
in your own words.  Use a dictionary if necessary. 
 
to flash _____________________________________________ 

to  solder  _____________________________________________ 

to  flow_____________________________________________ 

to  switch _____________________________________________ 

to connect _____________________________________________ 
 

 Check that these key words are in your personal dictionary. 
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Focus: key vocabulary, writing 
descriptive text 
Suggested time:  20 minutes 

 Level: A2 / B1 
Type of activity:  individual   

 
 Keywords 

1.  Fill in the missing letters of the keywords listed below.   
On the line beside each word, write whether the word is a noun, an 
adjective or a verb. 
 
 bu_ _er           _______________ 
 
sol_ _red     _______________ 
 
elec_ _on_cs      ______________ 
 
res_ _to_s         ________________ 
 
 
2.  Write as many words as possible related to Electronics/ this unit.  
You have 3 minutes! 

 
 

 
_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________ 
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